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Judge John N. Clark.
HE KNEW EGGS.

There has just died at Old Say-
brook, Connecticut, one of the most
noted ornithologists in the world. His
name was John Nathaniel Clark. As
a young man, Mr. Clark took a keen
interest in birds and he devoted the
greater part of his life to the study
of the different varieties and their
habits. His work in this line gained
him a world-wide reputation, and at
the time of his death he stood second
to none in the TUnited States as an
authority on ornithology.

His collection of eggs of American
birds is the most complete individual
one known in this country. The col-
lection includes a nest with full set
of nine eggs of the Black Rail, the
only complete set known to be in

existence, and another nest of seven
of the same bird. The nearest ag-

proach to this collectlon of Black Hall
egEs is a nest of four in the Smith-
pontan Tnatitution at Waerhingtom. It
wag hiz desire to have in his colleec-
tiom the eggs from every species of
hird known in America, and thers ara
but few that he did not have.

Mr. Clark has besn for many yenrs
& member of the National Ornltho-
logical Soclety, amd his papers read
before the annoal meelings of the so-
claty wera always acceptable as au-
thority. His advice was songht after
by ornithologist throughout this coun-
try as well ag in Europe. Aslde from
his collection of birdes and eges, Mr.
Clark had a rare collection of insects
and he also had & small block of
nearly every variety of wood which
grows in this country.

From an old Philadelphia Press,

Submitted by Richard F. Miller

We print the foregoing for the sole
purpise of showing how even the
beat of ws (and there's none better

than our friend Miller) may bhe led-

astray by mewepaper generalisms.

The writer knew Judge Johnm N
Clark (for he was a jodge in that
state) by correspondence well, for
piany vewrs. We have hundreds spec-
lmeneg of Morth American bird's eggs
in our collection taken by him in his
lifetime. Many we have received di-
rect from him, and others with nearly
every large eollection which has come
Into our possession, He was a nat-
uralist of far more than ordinery at-
talnments. His specially was oology.
But he has oot “just died. for Judge
Clark has been dead a number of
VLS,

We called at his home in Old Say
brook in the late summer of 1312
finding the place closed as hiz family
were ol at home. He had dled more
than & year previous Lo that time.

His eollection of North American

birds eggs iz not and wes not at the
time of his death, the most complels
individual coliection known In this
country; neither did it approsch near
to that distinction. It was large and
varied, containing about 40 different
varieties. Tt has been the privilege
of the writér to examine and catms
logue a lat of this ecollection, and of
the data accompanying i

Among the rarities it contained,
wins & full set of nine cegs of the
Black R:I.!I- This, however, is not the
only complete set known to be in ex-
Istence. It may be the largest set
for aught that we know, bt there are
o gondly nomber of sets of the Black
Rail im the Tnited States. Four or
five sets that we know of were talen
by one collector In the last two years,
Thers are many more sets of Black
Rail's eggs in existence in the United
Statea. than there are of the Yaellow
Rail

It ia a pleasure to add to the testi-
mony of the worth and ability of this
wellknown sclentist, but it can be
done truthfully in giving him a very
high place In the ronoks of North
American  Ornithologists,  without
overdeing it. We have no doubt our
friend Miller has recently been read-
ing "newspaper ornithology.™

Editor,



