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RicHARD MAGooN BarNnEs, an Honorary Life Associate of the American Orni-
thologists’ Union, elected in 1889, died at Lacon, Illinois, July 18, 1945, at the age
of eighty-three. He was born on April 21, 1862, at Lacon, Marshall County, Illinois,
where he spent the greater part of his life. He was educated as a lawyer and for
years was local attorney of the Illinois Central Railroad at Lacon. He was greatly
interested in oology and brought together a notable collection of nearly 40,000 birds’
eggs which he bequeathed to the Chicago Natural History Museum. In recognition
of this gift he was elected posthumously a Contributor of the Museum. Several
years before his death the collection had been deposited in the Museum where he
served as Honorary Curator of Oology. _

R. Magoon Barnes, as he usually signed his name, was probably best known as
editor and publisher of “The Oologist’ which he conducted for thirty-two years. He
acquired the magazine, then in its twenty-sixth volume, in April, 1909, and continued
it until December 31, 1941, at the close of volume 58, when he retired as editor at the
age of nearly eighty. This journal served as a medium of publication of many notes
on eggs and the nesting habits of birds which otherwise might not have been placed
on record.. The last number contains an interesting autobiography of the editor and

a brief review of his connection with “I'he Oologist.”—T. S. PALMER.
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R. MAGOON BARNES

Lacon, Ill., July 20—(AP) —
Funeral services will be held here
Saturday for R. Magoon Barnes,
83, an assistant curator ot the
Chicago Museum of Natural Fs-
tcry and member of the board of
advisors of the Illinois State Mu-
seum.

Barnes, who died Wednesday 1n
Hennepin, Ill., supervised the col-
lection of 38.000 bird eggs afler
Jomng the Field Muscum, prede-
cessor of the Chicago Muscum of
Natural History. in 1898. The
b#d egg collection is said Lo be
North America’s largest.

At his home here he converted
an old church building ints a
museuni, housing a catalog of 25,-
000 rare prehistoric specimens.
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llinois Natuialist
Dies While on Trip

Lacon, July 19 (AP)

R. Magoon Barnes, 83, naturalist,
writer and lawyer, died at Henne-
Ipin, 11l., yesterday while on a busi-
ness trip. Funeral services will be
held here Saturday.

JBarnes, a graduate of North-
western university and Illinois
Wesleyan, was an assistant cura-
tor in charge of oology (bird eggs)
of the Chicago Museum of natural
history, a member of the board of
advisors of the Illinois State mu-
seum, and former editor of the
Oologist, a monthly magazine
which he published from 1909 to
1941.

He joined the Field museum,
predecessor of the Chicago mu.
seum of natural history, in 1898
and supervised collection of 38,000
bird eggs, said to be the largest
in existence in North America. At
his home here he converted an oid
church building into a museum, ||
with a catalog of 25,000 rare pre-
historic specimens.

Survivors include his wife and a
sister, Mrs. Mary Stith of Los An-
geles, Calif.
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Official of Chicago |
Museum Dies at 83 |

Lacon, Ill., July 20 (AP)

Funeral services will be held|,
here Saturday for R. Magoon|,
Barnes, 83, an assistant curator of|
the Chicago Museum of Natural|,
History and member of the board‘“
of advisors of the Illinois State|,
museumn, i

Barnes, who died Wednesday in|,
Hennepin, Ill., supervised the\}
collection of 38,000 bird eggs after|
joining the Field museum, prede-|,
cessor of the Chicago Museum of|,
Natural History, in 1898. The bird |,
legg collection is said to be North|
| America’s largest. w

At his home here he converted|
an old church building into a mu-||
seum, housing a catalog of 25,000
rare prehistoric specimens. |
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Plan Rites for Barnes,

Chicago Museum Officer

Lacon, Ill., July 20 (AP)

Funeral services will be held
here Saturday for R. Magoon
Barnes, 83, an assistant curator of
the Chicago Museum of Natural
History and member of the board
of advisors of the Illinois State
niuseum.

Barnes, who died Wednesday in
Hennepin, Ill., supervised the
collection of 38,000 bird eggs after
joining the Field museum, prede-
cessor of the Chicago Museum of
Natural History, in 1898. The bird
egg collection is said to be North
America’s largest.

At his home here he converted
an old church building into a mu-
seum, housing a catalog of 25,000
rare prehistoric specimens.
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Donates Egg Collection.

Chicago.—A collection of 39,317
North American specimen eggs
was presented to the Chicago Nat-
ural History Museum through the
will of the laie R. Magoon Barnes,
a Lacon, Ill, lawyer.

Barnes started collecting eggs in
1876 at the age of 14. He was
made curator of zoology by the

museum in 1928,
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Wesleyan Graduate
Dies at Hennepin

LACON. —(#—R. Magoon
Barnes, 83, naturalist, writer and
lawyer, died at Hennepin Ill. on
Wednesday while on a business
trip. Funeral services will be held
here Saturday.

Barnes a graduate of North-
western university and Illinois
Wesleyan, was an assistant curator
in charge of oology (bird eggs) of
the Chicago Museum of Natural
History, a member of the board of
advisors of the Illinois State mu-
seum, and former editor of the
Oologist, a monthly magazine
\lxg;ifh he published from 1909 to

He joined the Field Museum.
predecessor of the Chicago Mu-
seum of Natural History, in 1898
and supervised collection of 39.-
000 bird eggs, said to be the larg-
est in existence in North America.
At his home here he converted |
an old church building into a
museum, with a catalog of 25,000
rare prehistoric specimens.

Survivors include his wife and'
a sister, Mrs. Mary Stith of Los|
Angelm C’lllf

——— ——
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Lacon Law Firm

To Be Dissolved

The Lacon law firm of Barnes,
Magoon & Barnes, automatically dis-
solved with tl e death of R. Magoon
Barnes, a co-partner. Mr. Barnes,
senior member of the firm, died in
Hennepin on Wednesday, Ju'v 18,
and on that date the firm legally
dissolved.

Jay H. Ma-—oon, another member
of the firm, will continue the prac-
tice of law in Lacon and alsn will
continue to nct as master-ir chan-
cery of Marstall county. The ‘hird
partner, Robert A. Bames, cu:rently
State’s Attorncy of Marshall ~ounty
will also folle'v an individual prac-
| tice of law at Lacon.
| Both Mr. Magoon and Robert A.
Barnes are well-known lawyers in
their own rir"t as well as of the
highly - resprcted firm of B=rnes,
Magoon & B+ mes, and their tnature
success is ass' ved.




